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Manitoba’s DIY Homesteader Festival returns June 24.

(Teulon, MB)- As desire to reconnect with the land and relearn lost skills continues to rise, Manitoba’s third DIY 
Homesteader Festival is set for June 24th.  With the fest attracting attendees from as far North as The Pas and into 
Saskatchewan and Ontario, it is clear that people want to learn these vital skills alongside others on a similar path.

“Fest-goers are people who are eager to meet others on this journey of reconnection and reskilling. The positive 
energy, community vibe and sharing of skills at the fest is a testament to the attitude and values within the hearts 
of current and aspiring homesteaders. Something incredible is taking root,” noted Kris Antonius, who co-founded 
the fest along with her husband, Mike Berg, and Adrienne & Trevor Percy (who are now working on food and 
health related programs in Saskatoon). 

The DIY Homesteader Festival will feature over 20 workshops and demos covering everything from how to keep 
bees with Beeproject Apiaries to wild edibles with Praire Shore Botanicals to butchery with Bouchee Boucher. See 
attached doc with a workshop list. A full workshop listing and teacher bios is posted on the website. This year, 
Canada’s only cast-iron makers are coming out to teach about cast iron from near Toronto.

“There’s something simultaneously energizing and grounding about the festival,” said festival co-founder Mike 
Berg. “So many people in one place, excited to share knowledge and learn from each other; moving forward 
together, not towards faster phones or fancier cars, but toward these foundational, essential skills.”

The festival will be held in Teulon, Manitoba, a fitting site with a rich homesteading history. There, immigrant 
farmers took their first steps in creating a home and nourishing their families and community as they practiced the 
self-sufficiency skills passed down by generations before them.

Many Manitobans - including the Antonius Bergs - have found value in reclaiming traditional skills ranging from 
fermentation to seed saving and dehydrating food.

“The folks that come out to the fest are going to leave inspired about how easy and gratifying it can be to make or 
grow what you need,” Antonius said. “We believe that we can have stronger, healthier, more resilient people and 
communities when we connect around these skills.”

The DIY Homesteader Festival will also feature a DIY Kids’ area, an artisanal market and trade show with over 40 
vendors, homegrown Manitoba music (Carly Dow, Kayla Luky and Matt Moskal) and a local foods lunch featuring 
Fired Up Pizza, Olybee’s, J. Curry, Neechi, My Farmers Market and Café Postal.

Visit www.homesteaderfest.ca for more information on what’s being called the best little homesteading event on 
the prairies.
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2017 DIY Homesteader Festival Workshop Topics 

homesteaderfest.ca/workshops
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